[bookmark: _GoBack]A Model of a Watershed Lab					Name _____________________________
								Date _____________________________
								Group Members ____________________________
Purpose: What is a watershed?							_____________________________
Hypothesis:  If I follow the instructions, then I can/cannot (circle one)		_____________________________
		make a model of a watershed.					_____________________________
Materials: large aluminum pan, 6 – 10 pages of newspaper, a white trash bag, spray bottle, blue water, permanent marker, blue colored pencil
Procedure:	1. Crumple sheets of newspaper and put them into the tray making two hills. These will represent mountains. After all of the mountains have been made, cover the newspaper with the trash bag. Be sure to tuck the bottom of the trash bag inside the tray!	
	2. Mark on the trash bag with the permanent marker to show where you all agree the highest points of the model are and then where the lowest points of the model are.
	3. The person that is assigned to be the sprayer will spray the blue water onto the mountains modeling precipitation until the water begins to collect and run down the mountainsides.
	4. Make a rough sketch of the watershed area on the observation portion of this sheet. Use arrows to show the direction the precipitation went.
	5. Continue to spray 10 more times on each mountain.
	6. Observe the way that the precipitation moves.
	7. Spray each mountain 10 more times. Return the sprayer and permanent marker to the teacher.
	8. Use the blue pencil to show what the precipitation looks like now on your sketch.

Observations:  Sketch what you see in your model in the area below.



















Conclusions:
1. Did you model a watershed? ___________________________________________________________________________________
2. Describe how and where the water goes as it reaches the bottom of the mountains. _______________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
3. Where did the water move the fastest? ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why did it move faster there? ____________________________________________________________________________________
5. What causes the water to flow downhill? _______________________________________________________
6. What does the plastic represent? ____________________________________________________________________________________
7. What changes would your group do to make this model better? ________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
8. Using your own words, write a definition for watershed. ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
9. Where is the boundary for the watershed (in other words – where does one watershed end and the next one start)? __________________________________________________________________________________
10. Did you see any rivers or streams form? _________________________
11. If so, for number 10, where did they form? ___________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
12. Did any ponds form? ________________
13. If so, for number 12, where did they form__________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
14. Do you think this is how rivers, streams, and ponds form in the real world? _______________________
15. In your model, all of the water flowed down the plastic. Does this happen in the real world? _________
Why or Why not? ____________________________________________________________________________________
16. Describe where some of the water goes in the real world. _____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
